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impacted your plans for Halloween?
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Goodbye, She Wrote: students reflect on
Dame Angela Lansbury’s legacy.
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Sophomore football player earns recogni-
tion as nominee for Athlete of the Week.
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FAIR AND FREE Junior Jacob Balikian browses informational material provided by one of more than
40 colleges, universities and post secondary programs Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2022 in the cafeteria.

College Fair returns in cafe
By Jillian Santos
News Editor

Interactive theatre ready...
By Kiara Nazario
Managing Editor

     Juniors Lucien Taylor, Fred Carter and Tory Olivieri spoke on the preparation for the fall

play Murder in The House of Horrors, to inform students about the show and what is to be

expected without spoiling it during an interview in the auditorium Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2022.

     “This play is basically where my character, Dr. Johann Vanderveer, the museum curator

is trying to host an event where the Professor, Durk Carlton, is trying to have a lecture

about Egyptology because we have an Egyptian exhibit; it’s called Monsters, Murderers

and Madness. The play is also audience interactive and is a murder mystery,” said Olivieri,

Carter and Taylor, simultaneously.

     You may be wondering what is within the reigns of the audience and what exactly they

are allowed to do during the play.

     “There is going to be a section of the show during the investigation, in which Officer

Hollaway and I, Lieutenant Dan

Morrow, are going to question

the audience and take sheets

from the audience. And the audi-

ence will also be able to question

the suspects that will be on

stage,” said Taylor and Olivieri

at the same time.

     With such an unpredictable

play considering they will have

moments where they allow the

audience to ask them--in charac-

ter--questions, it comes to mind

if there are any nerves or fear of

something going wrong.

     “We have to do a lot of char-

acter work and improv to help us

stay in character. Obviously, the

audience might say something

that’ll make us laugh, but we have

INTERACTIVE TROUPE  Juniors acting in the school play
include, from left to right, Lucien Taylor, Tory Olivieri and
Fred Carter. The play, Murder in the House of Horrors, runs
Friday-Sunday, Oct. 28-30, 2022 (see box below).

...for its closeup Oct. 28-30, get tickets

to react to it in a way that our character would, to not break the illusion,” said Taylor.

     Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students and kids, and will most likely be sold by

cast and crew members. Tickets will also be on sale at the door for the two nights of Friday,

Oct. 28 and Saturday, Oct. 29 (both at 7 p.m.) as well as Sunday, Oct. 30 at 2 p.m.

     And with all this, they are hoping for a large turnout for the play so it can be successful

in the aspect of audience interaction and just have the support wanted for the amount of

     Kennedy’s first College Fair in several

years was filled with a large array of infor-

mation on post high school opportunities;

how did you feel about it?

     Open to students of each grade during

their assigned time, representatives from

different colleges and universities, army

regiments and the police force gathered in

the cafeteria, giving students the opportu-

nity to speak with them, ask questions and

read informational signs and pamphlets

throughout the school day Wednesday, Oct.

12,  2022 -- with students wanting more!

     “We didn’t have enough time for it and

like three colleges didn’t show up for the

seniors,” said Rebecca Campos-Dasilva.

     Another student voiced a concern but

overall found the College Fair positive.

     “It was good but it was too crowded

though, too many people,” said junior

Jordan Jefferson.

GEAR UP program offers sophomores many free opportunities

work and preparation put into the play.

     “We’re trying to get the word out.

Hopefully, at least, a decent amount

of people will come that will have

questions for us, so we’re hoping that

they’ll most ask about what charac-

ters are doing in the background,” said

Taylor.

Murder in the House of Horrors

Friday, Oct. 28  7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 29  7 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 30  2 p.m.

$5 students/kids   $10 adults

By Aisha Ahmad
Staff Writer

     GEAR UP CT is a program that

services sophomore students for

college and career readiness to

ensure they are on track socially,

emotionally and academically, by

offering an after- school program,

a PSAT boot camp, club, tutoring,

and more; you can find them in

room 242 at Kennedy, and in vari-

ous city schools such as Wilby,

Crosby, WAMS, WCA, State

Street, Enlightenment, starting

from when the class of 2025 was in

7th grade and until one year post-

high school.

     Here’s a program that offers field

trips, test preparation and more, all

for free, and the week of Monday,

Sept. 26 through Friday, Sept. 30,

2022 was designated as a GEAR

UP celebration.

     “(It was) the national GEAR UP

week, so the whole country cel-

ebrated GEAR UP; we ended the

week by going to the Capitol (in

Hartford), and prior to that we

wrote letters to the senators and

representatives of our towns,” said

Mrs. Rosemary Agati, program co-

ordinator.

     Alongside the national GEAR

UP week, there was a Welcome

Families Dinner for students and

their families Sept. 29, completely

free of charge!

     “(We held the) parent and stu-

dent evening at Naugatuck Valley

Community College (NVCC). We

had a dinner, speakers and present-

ers, helping them help their stu-

dents to succeed through high

school and giving them informa-

tion on how they could afford col-

lege,” said Agati.

     In addition to these events,

GEAR UP will also be hosting a

club!

     “A club where students will get

to grow vegetables, by way of a

hydroponic tower. We will be cul-

tivating plants, growing them,

learning about the science of

growing and nutrition, and we will

have STEM (science, technology,

engineering, and mathematics)

projects from this,” Agati said.

     Alongside all the other oppor-

tunities GEAR-UP offers, they

also offer  PSAT (preliminary SAT)

prep!

   “We provided a PSAT bootcamp

that helps students learn strate-

gies to master tests such as the

PSAT,” said Agati, regarding the

Saturday, Oct. 8 event at NVCC.

   And if that wasn’t enough,

See College Fair, page 2

All grades get to browse 40+ programs

Partake in tutoring, after-school club, field trips

GEAR UP also really helps stu-

dents socially.

     “Things that we do together

help students connect and talk,”

Agati said.

     If you are a sophomore, join the

GEAR UP KHS Grade 10 Google

Classroom, class code mek7hvy

and visit them in room 242.

WELCOME TO

GEAR UP

Wanyahia
Owens, a
sophomore,
attended GEAR
UP’s Welcome
Families dinner
and informa-
tional session
at Naugatuck
Valley Commu-
nity College
Thursday, Sept.
29, 2022.
Program
coordinator
Mrs. Agati is
seen in the
background.

Photo by Kiara Nazario/staff

Photo by Ava Ginger
Persenaire

Photo by Kiara Nazario/staff
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New program celebrates students’ success
By Jillian Santos
News Editor

Continued from front page

College Fair
held in cafe
during day
     Others found the College Fair

to be a good opportunity for see-

ing new options.

     “I believe the College Fair was

what all students needed to get

on the right track for after high

school. It gave students an idea

of what’s around them and where

they could possibly go, it also

gave them a variety of choices

instead of just staying in the state

of Connecticut,” said sophomore

Meaghan Valera.

     Other agreed with the opinion

that it was good for viewing post

secondary choices.

     “It was interesting, there was

a lot of different colleges to chose

from; it was worth looking at

them,” said freshman Jose Rivera.

     Are you a student at Kennedy

doing what you need to do in

school? Then we’ve got the reward

just for you!

     The new Eagle of the Month

award, given to teacher-nominated

students in all grades for display-

ing Eagle PRIDE, rewards nomi-

nees with a certificate, snack and

t-shirt; this is a step up from the

traditional student of the month

program in order to honor more

students monthly.

     “The student of the month pro-

gram already existed at Kennedy

but there wasn’t as many students

being honored because there are

1,200 students and they all deserve

recognition for their dedication

and the new system is to make sure

that more students get recognition

for doing the right thing,” said

Miss Elder, History teacher. “This

is teachers’ way to put them on a

public spotlight.”

    While Elder may not have

started the award, she has had a

large part in getting more items for

awarded students.

      “I am on the PBIS committee

and part of (that) responsibility is

to recognize students of the

month. I volunteered to take over

the program because at my last

school I was in charge of the stu-

dent of the month and so I knew I

could make sure a lot of students

were able to get recognized and

also get some special rewards; and

made sure the first round of stu-

dents got their t-shirts, the Guid-

ance Office agreed to let me use

their side room. I definitely do not

do this alone,” Elder said.

     Students who are nominated

can expect rewards as  mentioned

above, as well as more recognition.

     “The guidance department put

their pictures up on the TV and

you get a little breakfast, a certifi-

cate, and teachers can put their

personalized reason why they put

you if they want, so some of the

certificates say some really nice

personalized words,” said Elder.

     This version of the award also

allows for more students to get

recognized.

     “Eagle of the Month makes it

more Kennedy focused, and we

focused on what we called Eagle

PRIDE and it’s tied to Eagle PRIDE

so it’s Eagle of the Month, so

that’s the main criteria, but what’s

different is the process now. I’ve

divided all of the building’s staff,

not just teachers, (and) I have

them in alphabetical order and

broke them into four groups. Each

month a different group has an op-

portunity to nominate a student

twice per year, so I’m personally

asking every teacher,  ‘you tell me

who,’ ” said Elder.

     The nominations and rewards

are not for nothing however, as

they expect to bring positive

effects for students’ wellbeing.

     “The overall effect that I hope

this has is not so much a boost in

academic performance but really

just a moral boost. Just like the

general feeling at school, feeling

more positive, happy, like moving

on from the pandemic and looking

forward and focusing again on the

importance of doing well at school;

that the teachers are paying atten-

tion and care about your academic

performance and you as a human

being and a member of the

Kennedy community,” said Elder.

Elder wants students to know staff care about you with Eagle rewards

Counselors visit classrooms to offer advice, tips

By Kyleigh Gorman
Staff Writer

By Kiara Nazario
Managing Editor

Grant enables
free program

     How would you like to be able to receive

help with tutoring, FAFSA college forms, ap-

plying for scholarships, and many other oppor-

tunities, all for free? Thanks to a grant, you can.

     GEAR UP is a program to help the Class of

2025 with social and academic skills, making sure

students are on track socially and academically,

and it’s provided at city schools and at Kennedy,

in room 242, for sophomores until 2026.

     “All parts of the GEAR UP program are

funded by a government grant,” said Mrs. Agati,

the program coordinator

     GEAR UP is free to all students due to a

government-funded grant, so the students do not

have to pay anything, even for STEM projects.

     One of the projects the students in GEAR

UP will be doing as a club, is using a hydroponic

tower to grow plants, which they plan on using

to make salads and different meals.

     “Students get hands-on experience with plant-

ing, growing and preparing food,” said Agati.

     The grant also enables field trips, such as a

recent one to Hartford.

    “During a field trip, the State Capitol

students were able to meet with state represen-

tatives Joan Hartley of the 15th District and

Ron Napoli, Jr. of the 73rd district; both of them

are former teachers,” Agati said.

     Were you confused when your guidance

counselor came into your English class to

give you a lesson on life skills?

     One of the five guidance counselors, Mr.

Poulter, spoke on the lessons that were held

during English classes to inform Kennedy

students about the reasoning behind the

lesson in an interview in his office, Wednes-

day, Oct. 5, 2022.

     “It’s allowing the school counselors to

go in and deliver school counseling devel-

opmental lessons that students were allowed

to fill out a feedback survey as to what they

found the most pressing concerns of theirs,”

Poulter said. “And it’s a way for teachers to

have a reprieve from their classroom lessons

and students have a reprieve from their class-

room lessons to get something that’s more

real-life knowledge.”

     While different grade levels might receive

different lessons from their respective coun-

selor, Poulter found that test preparation

should be at the forefront of understanding

from the lesson he presented to juniors.

     “Just the understanding of how to pre-

pare for tests. I would say the learning tar-

get would be something along the lines of,

how can I reduce test anxiety? What does

test anxiety look like? Do I experience it?

And then ways to reduce that and how to

have some strategies to be better on stan-

dardized testing or tests in general,” he said.

     This may seem like something counse-

lors came up with on their own without any

input from others because they felt it was

necessary to teach, however, last year stu-

dents and parents alike had expressed the

idea of sharing this in a survey.

     “Over the summer there was a school

counseling curriculum committee that de-

veloped these lessons based off of those

surveys students and staff and parents

were given. They were able to give us some

feedback as to what they found were the

most pressing topics for high school stu-

dents,” said Poulter.

      The question that comes to students’

minds is whether they will have more of

these lessons this school year.

     “Yes, our plan is to deliver two develop-

mental guidance lessons to every grade

level, either through their English classroom

or through another classroom where they’re

in their grade level. So every topic varies

based on the grade you’re in,” said Poulter.

      With upcoming lessons in the foresee-

able future, what exact topics are expected

to be taught that differ from the preparation

for tests and test anxiety?

     “I know we are doing one with the fresh-

men that talks about transition as well as a

similar one with seniors. The freshman tran-

sition is about transitioning from middle

school to high school and what to expect,

in middle school being different than what

the expectations are in high school. And for

the seniors, we’re talking about

transitioning out of high school to either

the real world and getting a career, military,

and what those expectations will be. Or

some post-secondary options and talking

about all those different options and how

that transition might look or how that expe-

rience may be,” said Poulter.

Parent, student surveys prompt developmental lessons

Join GEAR UP



“I’m hoping that people are able to celebrate, and trick or
treat this year, while being safe. And being kind to others.
For me, we’re going to pass out candy.”

How will COVID-19 impact your Halloween celebration?

“Not at all, not even a glimmer. I’m Halloweening my
little heart out. This is the first time in two years that
we could all go out.”

By Justin Montanez
Features Editor

Mrs. Hassan, BDLC teacher
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“I try to put COVID-19 behind, and I treat it like I would the
flu, or any other virus. We’ve had many vaccinations and we
should be prepared to not allow the virus to take over celebra-
tions again. We should be cautious but I’m going to celebrate
Halloween wherever I can contribute.”

“COVID has totally affected my Halloween
celebrations the last couple years. We have brought
my nephew to family members’ houses rather than
strangers. Honestly, he has enjoyed it much
better.”                             Dr. Mikaiel,

school counselor for freshmen
Ms. Salcito,

psychology teacher

Ms. Capolupo,

                History teacher

Alicia Keller, sophomore

“I can’t go with a whole group of people anymore. I
have to go with a couple of friends, and I have to
bring hand sanitizer. I don’t know if I can take the
city bus anymore.”

Senior question: with Halloween dress up day being
100 percent back, what do you think about it?
“I think it’s great and I’m very excited.”

Taina Badillo, senior

Surviving hurricane: student tries to reach family in Puerto Rico
By Brooklyn Escobales
Staff Writer

     “They couldn’t contact us during the hurricane.”

     This was the unfortunate reality for freshman Ariana

Basset, a student with relatives who lived through Hurri-

cane Fiona in September 2022 in Puerto Rico. So, how did

she feel when the storm struck?

     “Scared and cautious because my uncle was alone,”

Bassett said.

       Bassett said that when the hurricane struck Puerto Rico,

her uncle and mother, aunt and cousins were living there.

She also mentioned that her uncle lives alone. So he didn’t

have much support or a helping hand when it came to evacu-

ation or getting to safety. Even her own mother didn’t

respond to a phone call.

   “My mom’s aunt called her and she didn’t pick up,” Bassett

said.

     Because her aunt called her mother from another resident’s

phone, Bassett said her mother didn’t answer the phone the

first time because it came from a random number. Later, her

mother heard a voicemail from the same random number and

saw that it was from a family member, but their house was
already in trouble.

   “Their house got flooded,”

Bassett said.

   Hurricane Fiona struck

Sept. 18, 2022 but conditions

varied widely, according to

the National Weather Ser-

vice. Reportedly Puerto Rico would have floods up to 24

inches in some places, which Bassett’s family members suf-

fered through. She said the family house got flooded and

some things inside were ruined but no one in her family was

injured at that time.

      Many people had to go through power outages and no

running water since most buildings use electricity to run the

pumps of water they use on a daily basis, according to

nytimes.com, the newspaper’s online site.

     After trial and error trying to contact the Bassett family,

the family here in Connecticut finally got in touch.

  “They got in contact with us,” Bassett said of her family,

who said they are now safe. They are back in Puerto Rico,

living in their house, trying to clean up.

     However, Hurricane Fiona did destroy $159 million worth

of crops, and damaged fields of plantains, bananas and other

crops, according to apnews.com. The good news?

     “They are okay now,” Bassett said of her family.

By Gariann Scott
Staff Writer

Welcome pumpkin season!

     For years people have been feasting on fall

foods. People who enjoy fall foods found ways

to have nourishment during a time when most

things wouldn’t grow; all over the world people

tried finding foods that can go with the fall

weather yet only some food sources would sur-

vive.

     Most foods grow during the spring/summer

season and won’t last too long throughout the

fall/winter season, but pumpkins are almost

year-round foods. So earlier people started to

plant these pumpkins during the spring time so

that during the fall they could use the pumpkins

for as many meals as they could to survive.

     “Among colonial American settlers, pump-

kin ‘was a food of last resort,’ ” according to

Cindy Ott, author of Pumpkin: The Curious

History of an American Icon and a professor of

History at the University of Delaware.

     “When there was no wheat for bread, yeast

for beers, they’d turn to the pumpkin,” accord-

ing to time.com, the online magazine.

     People also found ways to use these fall fruits/

vegetables to create activities such as bobbing

for apples. Fall doesn’t usually seem like it can

be a fun season because it’s mostly very cool

and isn’t like summer where people can go out

and do anything so people just found ways to

keep themselves busy and having fun.

     “Activities like pumpkin carving, apple pick-

ing and trick-or-treating are finally here, but have

you ever wondered why these activities have

become fall traditions? Turns out most fall ac-

tivities have to do with the change of season in

and of itself. Seasonal fruits and veggies that

become available in autumn dictate these fun tra-

ditions in a most delicious way. Some traditions

even date back to Roman times,” according to

Ott.
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Have fun but stay safe
this spooky season
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  Commentary

     What happens when an innocent youthful Hal-

loween party turns into a horrific literal haunted house

with the passing of five souls? This is a lesson in

staying safe while having fun.

     Halloween (Hallows eve) had its origins in the

festival of Samhain among the Celts of ancient Brit-

ain and Ireland. The celebration marks the day be-

fore the Western Christian feast of All Saints (Nov.

1) and initiates the season of Allhallowtide, which

lasts three days and concludes with All Souls’ Day.

     When immigrants, including the Irish, came to the

United States beginning in the mid-19th century, they

brought their holiday with them (according to

britannica.com), and in the 20th century Halloween

became one of the principal U.S. holidays, particu-

larly among children.

     “Halloween parties often include games such as

bobbing for apples, perhaps derived from the Roman

celebration of Pomona,” according to britannica.com,

worldwide leaders in education, knowledge, and in-

formation for more than 250 years.

     But what if all of the leisure and games suddenly

comes to an end with a California tragedy causing

five friends gone?

     More than two years ago there was a mansion-

like Halloween celebration in an Airbnb rental filled

with nearly 100 people across the Bay area, when a

shooting ensued. Seven people packed inside a bath-

room as they heard screaming in the distance, ac-

cording to us.today.

     “They just kept going,” said Tiara Chambers, one

of the survivors, according to the guardian.com, a

digital newsaper site.

     The only thing we can take from this nightmare

of a story is to try your best to stay safe during this

popular holiday. Always keep an eye out for your

surroundings and notice any suspicious behavior, plus

drive a larger dose of careful being that children can

possibly be everywhere and anywhere. A useful

website that gives you tips on how to stay protected

during the holidays is safekids.org, a site focused on

the indispensable role to save childrens’ lives with

tips like only walking on sidewalks or always looking

both left and right before crossing a busy street.

     There’s nothing different between having a fun

Halloween yet also having a safe and careful one.

You can do both, and should!

     British-born actress, Angela Lansbury, 96, who lived most

of her life in the United States, faced many challenges in her

life, like not being given leading roles due to not being

‘attractive’ enough, recently passed away, Tuesday, Oct.

11, 2022.

     “To her dismay, she never made the leap into leading

roles, in part because she lacked the ethereal and glamor-

ous presence of a 1940s star,” according to the

washingtonpost.com.

     With all her success in roles such as the widely beloved,

Mrs. Potts in Beauty and the Beast (1991), which is what I

know her from and love her for, she had to put much effort

into her acting so she wasn’t as involved in her family life to

the point her children even developed drug problems;

Lansbury proved to care so much that she wouldn’t give

up on them and would help them with their problems no

matter what it took.

     “She also realized that the couple’s two younger chil-

dren were experimenting with drugs and sought refuge in a

former rectory in Ireland,” according to the latimes.com.

     She was blunt and shared with the public her childrens’

issues, which is very saddening to hear and also great since

she got both of them, her son and daughter, to their sobri-

ety, but faced troubles even before she was famous or even

in the United States.

     “Fleeing the German blitz during World War II, the family

came to New York in 1940,” according to the

washingtonpost.com, when Lansbury was 9 years old.

     Facing this amount of stress at such a young age is a

horrible thing to even think about for someone like myself

never living through anything as scary as the German blitz.

Throughout all that she has faced, she still was a kind

person and never took out anything on others, leading

others such as actor Eric McCormack (of Will and Grace

fame), to think highly of her.

     “So privileged I got to spend time with this incredible

woman,” he is quoted as saying, according to nbcnews.com.

     On top of all this, she was married at 19 to Richard

Cromwell and shortly after divorced due to him being gay,

yet still had the heart to remain friends with someone she

couldn’t control falling in love with even if he didn’t love

her, causing her to have what I believe is a heart of gold.

     “A first marriage, at 19, to an actor 15 years her senior

ended months after they wed, though they remained friends

for life,” according to latimes.com

     With all this, she still had much success in her acting

career, whether behind a screen or on a stage, winning

many awards. Even though, in her acting career, she was

never seen as a leading lady for something as trivial as

looks, in her 80s she won a coveted award.

     “Lansbury won five Tony Awards, most recently in 2009

for best featured actress in a play for her work in Noel

Coward’s Blithe Spirit,” according to nbcnews.com.

     We should all follow in her footsteps of keeping a posi-

tive attitude no matter the issue and prove anyone who

doubts us in our abilities wrong.

Lansbury’s lesson? Stay positive despite setbacks

Dame Lansbury: called“most decorated”stage actor

By Kiara Nazario
Managing Editor

    Actress Angela Lansbury,

who was born in London,

though worked in Holly-

wood, worked hard her

whole life, from the age of

17 starring in films to age 84

on Broadway; this entertain-

ment legend died in her Los

Angeles home Tuesday,

Oct. 11, 2022 at age 96.

     “The London-born actor

took her life’s final bow as

one of the most decorated

By Aryana Rivero
Managing Editor players in stage history,”

according to nbcnews.com.

     Though gone, Lansbury

will never be forgotten. Her

roles, her performances, are

ones that will be cherished

by everyone worldwide,

including her amateur detec-

tive role.

     “It was the classic but

lighthearted whodunit  Mur-

der, She Wrote that rocketed

Angela Lansbury to lasting

television stardom,” as well

as “that made her impeccable

manners welcome guests in

living rooms across

America,” according to

latimes.com, the website for

the Los Angeles Times news-

paper.

     Though her role as Jes-

sica Fletcher in Murder, She

Wrote undoubtedly played

an immensely large role in her

stardom, Lansbury played in

many other roles as well, from

Nanny McPhee to voicing

Mrs. Potts in Beauty and the

Beast, and notably receiving

an award in 2013 by no

other than the late Queen

Elizabeth II.

     “Ms. Landsbury’s ac-

colades included the Na-

tional Medal of Arts in

1997 and the Kennedy

Center Honors in 2000. In

2013, she received an hon-

orary Oscar and was made

a Dame of the British Em-

pire by Queen Elizabeth II,”

according to The Washing-

ton Post’s obituary of

Lansbury.

COMMENTARY
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By Nirupama Nigam, Ph.D.
Science teacher

Meet Madame Blavatsky, Annie Besant, J. Krishnamurti, part I.

COMMENTARY

Blavatsky serves as first bridge between East and West

     The address 7, French Bridge, Mumbai,

400007 bears the name plate Blavatsky Lodge,

The Theosophical Society (Est. 20th February

1880). It is the oldest and continuously func-

tioning Theosophical Lodge in the world. On

Indian soil, the Russian name, Blavatsky, draws

curiosity; and then one remains awestruck by

the life story of Madame Blavatsky.

     Madame Blavatsky was born as Helena

Petrovna von Hahn in the town of Yekaterinoslav,

then part of the Russian Empire, July 31, 1831.

Royal lineage

     Her mother was Helena Andreyevna von Hah,

a self-educated 17-year-old, who was the daugh-

ter of Princess Yelena Pavlovna Dolgorukaya, a

similarly self-educated aristocrat. Helena

Blavatsky’s father was Pyotr Alexeyevich von

Hahn, a descendant of the German von Hahn

aristocratic family, who served as a captain in

the Russian Royal Horse Artillery, and would

later rise to the rank of colonel.

Mobile childhood

     As a result of Pyotr’s career, the family fre-

quently moved to different parts of the Empire,

accompanied by their servants, a mobile child-

hood that may have influenced Madame

Blavatsky’s largely nomadic lifestyle in later life.

Accounts provided by relatives reveal that she

socialized largely with lower-class children and

that she enjoyed playing pranks and reading.

  She was educated in French, art and music.

Helena Blavatsky was known to be a special

child from the time she was very young. There

are numerous stories of how she used her clair-

voyant powers to help the police and other

nobility in solving cases and personal problems.

Journey to London, Tibet

     Madame Blavatsky’s journey to India began

in London, while taking a walk with her father.

She saw an Indian man whom she recognized as

a protector who she had seen in her visions as a

child. The man, a Rajput (a traditional Indian

warrior clan), told her that she would have work

to do in the future under his direction in the East.

     A few years later, she made her way to Tibet

where she trained in spiritualism and other

occult forces under the guidance of the masters.

During these years, she also made a name for

herself as a talented pianist as well as an artist. In

the years to come, she received further instruc-

tions from the masters to travel to other places

in the world to carry out their work.

A new society

     Madame Blavatsky founded the Theosophi-

cal Society along with H.S Olcott, an English

colonel, in 1875. This society is an international

organization which is dedicated to the promo-

tion of universal brotherhood and encourages the

study of religion, philosophy and science. It also

stands for complete freedom of individual search

and belief.

     After forming the Theosophical Society in

New York, Madame Blavatsky and Colonel

Olcott sailed for Mumbai in 1882, then Bombay,

where they would live for the next six years.

They set up the Theosophical Society in Ma-

dras and in Bombay.

     Mystic, writer and world traveler Helena

Blavatsky, a co-founder of the Theosophical

Society, wrote many of her philosophical texts

in Bombay and was a social reformer in pre-

independence India.

Copious writer

     While she was in Bombay, it is said that she

copiously wrote pages after pages only so that

she could share her knowledge and her learnings

with other people. These writings came in the

form of her books such as “Secret Doctrine” (two

volumes), published in 1888 and “The Key to

Theosophy,” published in 1889.

     A niece of Albert Einstein, who was in India

during the 1960s, paid a special visit to the head-

quarters of the Theosophical Society at Adyar.

She explained that she knew nothing of theoso-

phy or the society, but had to see the place be-

cause her uncle always had a copy of Madame

Blavatsky’s “Secret Doctrine” on his desk.

Knowledge is power

     The Theosophical Society lives on with

Madame Blavatsky’s legacy and philosophy.

They believe in the progress of mankind and that

education and knowledge are how mankind bet-

ter themselves. They were the first people who

led the movement against social evils such as

caste-discrimination. Col Olcott also started the

first school for the untouchables in India.

Madame Blavatsky encouraged Indians to look

into the finest aspects of their own culture.

     It is believed that one of the secrets of her

remarkable power was her ability to change the

lives of people around her. Her insight and depth

of learning brought forward a change in society

which very few people can achieve.

     At a time when India was yet to be indepen-

FREEDOM OF BELIEF

Madame Blavatsky founded the

Theosophical Society along

with H.S Olcott, an English

colonel, in 1875. This society is

an international organization

which is dedicated to the

promotion of universal

brotherhood and encourages

the study of religion, philosophy

and science. It also stands for

complete freedom of individual

search and belief.

Photo compiled by N. Nigam/Staff

dent, this Russian lady brought the most power-

ful instrument of change; that is “knowledge is

power.”

An independent woman

     Mahatma Gandhi said, “Theosophy is the

teaching of Madame Blavatsky. It is Hinduism at

its best.”

       Madame Blavatsky was in all senses, an in-

dependent woman, something many of us still

strive to be even in this day and age, in a society

still plagued with a great degree of inequality. She

passed away in London, on May 8, 1891. The

Theosophical Society is still very much in exist-

ence and has numerous branches all over India. It

is interesting to see that most people associate

the Theosophical Society as something of the

past and only with Annie Besant, the Indian free-

dom fighter of British origin, who was actually

herself inspired by Madame Blavatsky.

DECA field trip offers new friendships, fun activities + more
By Divine Nwadike
Correspondent

Divine shares his experience of a

DECA (Distributive Education Clubs

of America) field trip to Meriden,

Conn., Tuesday, Oct. 4, 2022.

     “From that moment on I knew

things wouldn’t be easy,” I thought to

myself.

     The school year started out fairly

bland but with the advent of clubs and

things of that manner, the experience

in our school has doubled in terms of

excitement. I recently connected with

DECA after being told about it via a

friend. Each new DECA member must

have a set of papers signed and need

to hand in $20 dues in order to truly

become a member.

     Soon after, you’re added to the

Google Classroom which would be the

center for information on different

DECA activities. Like a stroke of im-

measurable luck, the day I stumbled

upon the club, they had a meeting.

Through the meeting, I gained valu-

able insight on the things DECA does.

I also learned of the trip and, wanting

to indulge in the trip, I got the trip’s

papers signed and brought in the $30

needed to pay for the trip. Little did I

know, things would turn out fairly un-

fortunate for me.

     The night prior, there was a pow-

erful storm that raged into the early

morning. I grasped my stomach then

proceeded to look outside. I realized

it was still raining, though it wasn’t as

harsh as the night prior, it was still

grating enough to warrant my atten-

tion. Before I could tell my friend

about the weather, we were directed

to the bus.

     Although I was nervous due to the

weather, I still had some excitement

about the trip. I boarded the bus, hold-

ing onto my optimism. The bus ride

was uneventful as we rode on the free-

way towards Meriden, Conn. Even-

tually we reached the site and from

the moment I climbed off the bus, a

glacial wind flowed, causing me to

shiver. From that moment on I knew

things wouldn’t be easy.

     We made our way to the dining hall

where we partook in breakfast, com-

posed of orange juice, and your choice

of a muffin, which was either corn,

blueberry or banana. Breakfast finished

as quick as it began and we were led

up a hill to the first center. As we

walked up the small hill, I peered be-

hind me and I was able to behold the

vast expanse of trees. In awe at the

sheer beauty of nature, I halted my

walking but was quickly snapped out

of this entranced state by my friend.

As I walked forward, I stuffed my

hands in pockets of my blue and gray

Nike jacket, attempting to ward off

the cold that had overtaken my hands.

     The first activity involved a DECA

State Mentor speaking to us about

what it means to be part of DECA as

well as the different activities that

would be offered during the year and

in the future. This included the end of

year competition, known as ICDC,

where you go against different states

in order to achieve victory. Each state’s

teams are put in different scenarios and

they need to find a way to find a solu-

tion to the problem presented in that

scenario in a timely manner.

     Soon after this, we participated in

a Family Feud where different teams

would attempt to answer questions

presented to them quicker than most

teams. Though my team didn’t win, it

was still a fun game.

     The sheer, frigid weather was still

present in the background every now

and then. We then moved to another

site where we spoke in length about

who we wanted to be and why we

joined DECA, which stands for Dis-

tributive Education Clubs of America.

I garnered a surplus amount of infor-

mation from different individuals.

People came there because of interests

in Finance, Business Administration,

and some even came just because they

wanted to. Most of the activities were

put in place to get us to interact with

the different students from across the

state and garner new connections. I

managed to befriend a few individuals

on the trip, but I had forgotten to as-

certain phone numbers and socials.

     The next activity after that talk was

expanded upon the last activity. We

were given a doc filled with random

information about different partici-

pants of the activity, and were sent

around to ask people questions, at-

tempting to find out which individual

correlated to the questions.

     After doing this, we went back to

the dining hall. This time it was to do

some team activities, like attempting

to place a sweater on and off ourselves

at a quick pace while racing against

other teams, as well as attempting to

place ourselves from oldest to young-

est without speaking! In each activity

we participated in, each hour that

passed, friendships between myself

and the group I was with grew. We

slowly began to feel more comfortable

speaking to each other, at a certain

point even speaking about cereal for

three and a half minutes straight! It

was nothing short of a fun endeavor to

say the least.

     Soon after, we went back towards

the dining hall, where we feasted on

burgers and hot dogs. My school group

met back up and we left early. The

reason behind us leaving a bit earlier

than the other groups was because not

only was it cold and a decent portion

of us were freezing, but we needed to

get to the school before dismissal.  As

I boarded the bus, I was hit with a

warm breeze. This was in part due to

the bus having the heaters turned on. I

grabbed a seat and placed my left cheek

on the window, and felt myself dozing

off due to the warm heat combined

with my exhausted body. I fell asleep,

but was abruptly woken up to the

shaking of my shoulder by my friend.

I quickly jolted up and then proceeded

to rush off the bus, making sure not to
forget any of my personal belongings.

     As I entered back into the school, I

looked back toward the bus to reflect

on my day. A faint smile slowly began

arising as these thoughts flashed

through my head. I then turned back

towards the school and entered.

Though the weather was unfortunate,

I was still satisfied with how the day

went because of the immense amount

of fun I had, as well as the newly found

friendships I made on the trip.

FALL FIELD TRIP Junior Heiliann Rosario, junior Tinesha Beharry, senior Rebecca Campos-Dasilva, freshman Adalia

Paredes, junior Lori Barnett, sophomore Sarah Wilmot, sophomore, Alexis Urbuez, junior Divine Nwadike, junior Gabriella

Acevedo, senior Isabelle Acevedo, senior Madison Creaven, senior, Zhion Rounhree, senior Aaleyah McCullock, senior

Eva Monsanto, and junior Tory Olivier participated in the DECA field trip Tuesday, Oct. 4 to Meriden, Conn.

Managing Editor Aryana Rivero contributed

to the editing and formatting of this

commentary.
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Visiting Capitol, meeting lawmakers
By Jenelle Brown
Staff Writer

WELCOME FAMILIES! Parent liasion Mrs. Brites (left photo) and GEAR UP

program coordinator Mrs. Agati distributed merchandise and resource materials

during the Welcome Families dinner at Naugatuck Valley Community College

Sept. 29, 2022.

Lobster Mayhem

     Do you know who is serv-

ing as your representative

for the State of Connecticut?

     20 other sophomore

students and  I  went to the

Hartford, Conn. State Capi-

tol on a field trip sponsored

by the Capitol and the GEAR

UP program, Friday Sept. 30,

2022. We toured the Capitol

building, and saw the vari-

ous types of statues, paint-

ings, souvenirs, art, and

more. We also were given an

informative tour about the

leaders, representatives,

staff, and people who work

for the citizens of Connecti-

cut.

     We started lining up by

bus at the entrance and

started looking around. We

saw a space dedicated to the

veterans of different coun-

tries, states of the United

States, and dates where the

former participants of the

great wars in history were

named.

     We went through a secu-

rity checkpoint at the

entrance, got on a moving

walkway containing paint-

ings and photos of the

former presidents and other

Capitol buildings in

Connecticut history.

     We talked to Sen. Joan

Hartley, who gave us a very

short speech about what she

does and what she contrib-

utes to the state.

     Afterwards, we had lunch

(chips, an apple, with a ham,

beef or turkey wrap) and a

bottle of water.

    Overall it was a very short,

but sweet experience.

EVENING OF

RESOURCES

Sophomores

and their families

were invited to a

free dinner from

GEAR UP at

Naugatuck

Valley Commu-

nity College

Thursday, Sept.

29, 2022. Staff

shared

information for

student

success,

including free

field trips (see

commentary

above).

COMMENTARY

Photos by Ava Ginger Persenaire

     It's a beautiful day at the creek. The sun is

shining bright on a chilly day. There are orange

and yellow trees surrounding the creek. A man

is fishing at this creek, desperately searching

for fish, turtles, and any other food sources he

can get his hands on before winter arrives. He's

stabbing his spear at anything that moves,

hoping to get at least a small trout.

     Suddenly, as he stabs into the creek, he

catches a deep ocean blue lobster. The man

grimaces at the sight of the blue lobster since

they look like a disgusting, oversized roach.

Only the poor and enslaved would go low

enough to eat crustaceans. No respectable man

would go near such filth, although he was no

longer a respectable man by the world's

standards.

     As he puts the disgusting blue lobster in his

basket of fish, he notices the sun is setting so

he decides to head home. He gets out of the

creek and begins to walk back home, crossing

paths with animals such as deer, rabbits and

toads. The man always hated toads because

they would always croak whenever he tried to

sleep. Once he reaches the house, a feeling of

dread washes over him. His cabin looked old

and decrepit, with dusty windows and cracks

going from one corner to the other, and moss

growing from the wall cracks.

     The man enters his home and decides to

greet his wife who is cooking, yelling, "Darling,

I've got us the fish!"

     His wife, who was startled by his sudden

presence, angrily yells.

     "Patrick! How many times have I told you

to knock before entering?"

By Arlex Linares
Staff Writer

a short story

     Patrick responds by saying, "You complain

even if I knock, so what's the bloody point

then?"

     Patrick's wife rolls her eyes and says, "Just

put the fish on the table so I can prepare them,

ye idiot."

     Patrick puts the basket on the table as his

wife walks up to it. His wife, disgusted by the

fact her husband brought a lobster, yells,

"What in the gods' name is a lobster doing in

the fish basket?"

     Patrick angrily says "Alana, we need food

for survival. We aren't rich anymore nor can we

get food from anyone else other than our-

selves. Do you want to starve this winter?"

     Alana, holding the lobster by the tail yells,

"Patrick, we have more than enough fish for

the winter for us not to need to eat lobster

meat!"

     After Alana finishes her sentence, all the

cricket and toad croaking sounds suddenly

stop as if all the animals vanished, leaving the

couple in total silence.

     Patrick then whispers, "Listen, Alana, I

think that this silence is a sign of danger. I

want you to turn off the lights and head to the

cellar--now."

     Patrick then pries open the cellar doors

with his old broadsword he used in the

military. Alana swiftly turned off the lights and

headed into the cellar with Patrick following

closely behind. Alana didn't notice that she left

her Brass Cooker on though, and unknowingly

brought danger upon the couple. Patrick

slammed the doors shut and locked them up

with steel chains and an enchanted bronze

lock.

     After locking the doors, Alana remembers

she left the Brass Cooker on, and concerned

about her pot, and says "Patrick, I left the

cooker on. I need to turn it off."

     Patrick responds, saying, "We can't go back

anymore Alana, we're going to have to stay

here for the next hour because it's too

dangerous to go up."

     As soon as he finishes his sentence, the

cellar door blasts wide open, shattering the

steel chains holding the door shut into a million

pieces and sending the couple flying to the

other side of the room. The couple quickly get

up to their feet after being sent flying. Blasts

of bright blue fire begin to get shot, so Patrick

shoves Alana behind a crate and charges

toward the fire with his broadsword.

     Alana, who's in shock, screams, "Patrick,

what are you doing?"

     Patrick ignores Alana's scream and proceeds

to run to the intruder with his basket-hilted

broadsword. Some of the blue fire almost hits

him in the face but he slashes at the fire with

his sword and it dissipates, leaving him

unharmed. Once he sees the intruder, he lunges

toward them with his sword and stabs them in

the chest. As he does this another intruder

appears in the cellar's doorway.

     Alana notices this and yells, "Watch out!"

     Patrick looks forward and sees what looks

to be the hooves of a goat but looking

upwards, it looks like a man with horns. He

realizes that the man he has just impaled also

has goat legs and horns. The goat man prepares

to attack Patrick until a loud, crackling boom

throws them to the ground.

     Patrick turns around to see Alana holding a

smoking musket before she says, "We need to

leave now."

     Patrick nods his head in agreement and

they both run out of the cellar and out their

front door. Once they exit their cabin, they see

two goat men in front of them. One of the goat

men draws a sword while the other does

nothing. Patrick lunges at the sword-wielding

goat man while Alana tries to load the musket

as quickly as possible. While Alana is loading

her musket, the other goat man sneaks up

behind her and kicks her in the back of the

head. Alana goes flying into the air with her

musket and screams in pain. Patrick tries to

get to Alana but the sword-wielding goat man

stops him. As Alana hits the ground, her

musket fires into her, leaving her lifeless body

on the forest ground.

     Patrick cries out, "NOOOOOOOOO!"

     Now fueled by anger, Patrick thrusts his

sword into the sword-wielding goat man's

neck and runs toward Alana's lifeless body.

The remaining goat man disappears into the

forest while Patrick is distracted by his wife's

corpse. Patrick grabs Alana's body into his

hands while sobbing.

     A bright, blinding light shines from the sky

as a thundering voice says, "Patrick Nutmeg,

you have experienced firsthand the wrath of

treacherous Maunxi."

     Patrick, not understanding what's happen-

ing, screams in fear. The thunderous voice then

says, "Be not afraid little one, I have a grand

task for you that you might wish to consider."

Krige
a short story

By Arlex Linares
Staff Writer

     It was a chilly night in the Heping Forest. Two tanks were

rolling through the forest. A platoon of Verisian Soldiers were

marching closely behind the tanks. The platoon was heading to

Verlaufsburg to respond to an attack. The men were forced to

head to Verlaufsburg on foot because Verisia stopped spending

money on the military since Krige lost The Great Krigean War.

     The soldiers were equipped with weapons, gear and

equipment from The Great Krigean War. A nation east of

Verisia has been growing in power, unchecked by any other

nations ever since Krige was transformed into Verisia a decade

ago after The Great Krigean War. They exponentially expanded

in size and military strength. Most soldiers had worried that

perhaps the eastern empire of Gunyochi are the ones who

attacked Fortschrittsburg.

     As the soldiers marched onwards, loud rustling was heard in

some nearby bushes.

     "What was that?" asked a soldier.

     "It's probably just a deer or something. don't worry about

it," another soldier responded.

     Suddenly explosions were heard above them as Gunyochi

Warriors leaped from bushes with swords drawn yelling,

"Banzai!"

     The whole platoon was surrounded by Gunyochi Warriors.

The Verisian Troopers fought back, with some either pulling

out their pistols or their Barenmessers. One of the two tanks

was being attacked by Gunyochi Warriors with rifle-shot and

bundles of grenades. The other tank got their gunner to open

fire on the hoard on top of the tank, killing the warriors and

destroying the tank.

     Pvt. Alwin Gunther gets his hands on a Gunyochi Onigoro

sword while in the heat of battle. Pvt. Alwin starts swinging his

sword at Gunyochi Warriors, chopping off arms and slicing

people open. Eventually, a Gunyochi Warrior sneaks up on him

and they begin to wrestle.

      While the Gunyochi Warrior seemed to have the upper

hand, Pvt. Alwin grabbed a pointy rock and jammed it into the

warrior's face. Pvt. Alwin then got on top of the Gunyochi

Warrior and started bashing and bashing and bashing and

bashing and bashing until another soldier forcefully pulled him

off of the dead warrior.

     Once the Private saw what he had done, it made him gag.

The warrior's skull was caved in so badly it looked like the top

view of a volcano but with blood, bone and flesh. He then

realized that the sounds of fighting stopped, meaning they had

won. He then feels a sudden sharp pain in his right arm. He

had been shot a while ago but never noticed.

     The surviving soldiers looked around the battlefield seeing

the scattered corpses of their comrades and foes. They realized

they had very few soldiers left remaining. They decided to

head back home and all the survivors began to walk back on

foot. The tank men from the last remaining tank abandoned

their vehicle and walked alongside the survivors. The horrors

they met on the battlegrounds will stick with them to the end

of time. The future held no glory or honor for them. It only

held death.
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Scrambled!
Unscramble these five words or
phrases related to the month of

October.

OSHGTS
MOSCEUT

TUHANED EHSUO
ACSYR

EMCRSA

Email answers to
acybart-persenaire

@waterbury.k12.ct.us
First to email

receives a $5 DD gift card.
Separate prizes for

students & staff

created by Serenity Poole, staff writer
Special thanks to Ms. Kelly Hinton in the School

Counseling Office

Don’t read

this! Do not.

Graphic illustration by K. Nazario/staff

Or, you might get graduation credit.
You might improve your writing talents.

You might learn college + career skills.
You might earn a scholarship or award.

This could happen to you if you join

Journalism and The Eagle Flyer.

Sign up with your School Counselor or

visit Room 105. We warned you...

Word
Search

Find the

following:

LIBRA

SCORPIO

COLUMBUS
DAY

INDIGENOUS

PEOPLE DAY

MARIGOLD

OPAL

By Kristian Ngjela,
Brooklyn Escobales
Sports Editor, Staff Writer
(using Puzzlemaker.com)
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Fall sports come to close

FINALIST Sophomore football captain Danny Rodriquez, seen above, bottom right, was nominated

for Athlete of the Week honors thanks to his accomplishments in a 42-34 victory over Wilby Oct. 20.

     October brings an end to the girls’ swim-

ming season!

     Despite having no wins this 2022 sea-

son, the team swam well and had an amaz-

ing season despite the difficulties of a small

team, the girls stayed positive and worked

together well in order to put in a good effort

at their meets starting in September until the

October end.

     “You’re a good group of kids, we don’t

have any really amazing swimmers but

you’re an amazing group of kids; you stick

with it even though one might think it’s de-

pressing losing every meet but you stick

with it and you have a good attitude and

stick with each other,” said swimming coach

Ryan Dickey.

     He shared a similar opinion of positive

feelings in response to the season.

     “It unfortunate that we have a team that

was mostly upperclassman at the start, it’s

come to the point where kids are choosing

other sports or after school activities so we

By Jillian Santos
News Editor lost some girls but the girls that stayed are

doing good, they’re dropping time and im-

proving,” said Dickey.

      As for those on the swim team, they

share a similar opinion of good thoughts

about the team and season.

      “It’s challenging that we have such a

small team compared to everyone else but

we’re still trying to stay optimistic after ev-

ery meet,” said senior Theresa Walters.

     Others agreed with the opinion that the

team size makes it difficult.

     “We’d do better with more girls but we’re

still trying,” said sophomore Sophia Ortiz.

     The girls stayed in agreement on their

feelings about the numbers of the swim

team.

     “I wish there were more people. It’s 100

percent better with more people,” senior

Rebecca Campos-Dasilva.

     However, while the numbers may bother

the girls, they continue to work hard to-

gether.

     “We’re a good team, we work well to-

gether,” said junior Jayda Graham.

     Ready, set, spike!

     The girls’ volleyball team lost five players to graduation

and lacked an assistant coach as they tried in Fall 2022 to

continue the legacy they’ve built.

     “This year I expected us to struggle a little bit this sea-

son, we had to replace five seniors from last year’s team. I

knew it wasn’t going to be one of the big seasons. It’s a big

up from JV and the girls are adjusting to the level of JV and

varsity,” said volleyball coach and physical education

teacher Mr. Stango.

     Stango coaches both JV and Varsity since the assistant

coach resigned and works in another district, which set the

team back.

     “Not having a coach for JV so JV and Varsity are com-

bined with Stango being the coach of both teams. Practice
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isn’t as personal as it should be,” said senior Irene Once.

     Stango shows a different perspective of the team.

     “Season hasn’t been going as well as I hoped. We have

a lot of new, inexperienced players starting, as a result, it’s

been a little bit of a rebuilding process,” said Stango.

     Despite setbacks, the team has bounced back.

     “We played Crosby, we were down 2-0, we were about to

lose game three. We were able to rally, we came back and

won 3-2,” said Stango.

     Once agreed with Stango regarding their best game.

     “We came back from 2-0 since our only chance was com-

ing back and we did,” said Once.

       Tough games definitely impact the team’s morale.

     “Toughest game was (Waterbury) Career (Academy),

they have really good players that know what to do and

sometimes our team morale goes down a little bit,” said   senior

Dania Gray.

     Stango complimented the  team’s work ethic.

     “We’ve had a lot of success over the years, we are push-

ing the players to go far, and despite not winning a lot, the

team has been hardworking and to get better and be as suc-

cessful as possible,” said Stango.

     The experience of playing volleyball has resulted in new

experiences for some.

     “I met a lot of new people, I improved a lot and (I) just

enjoy the game,” said Gray.

     Chemistry wise, the team has a strength.

     “Everyone is comfortable with each other, and honest

with each other and doing everything to get better,” said

Gray.

     Although on paper the record might not be what they

want, Stango still supports the girls.

     “The fact (is) that they keep fighting and showing to

work and get better. We haven’t had success with wins on

the court but the team has a good attitude and works to

improve,” said Stango.

By Kristian Ngjela
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     Kickin’ it to the goal.

     The boys’ soccer team has been compet-

ing for a spot in NVLs (the Naugatuck Val-

ley League tournament) for the 2022 season

despite setbacks.

     “It hasn’t been going that great but the

results don’t show the effort on how we play

during the season. Easy games we would

lose that we thought we would win, hard

games we lose but we put in a lot of effort.

For a lot of the games, we would dominate

until an injury would happen,” said junior

captain Patrick Pineda-Zegarra.

     Setbacks have been put on the team.

    “Starting the game flat and not getting

into the foot, vice versa, starting out great

and then back to flat,” said Mr. Clark, assis-

tant coach and teacher of the Talented/

Gifted.

      Yet, expectations remain high.

     “We always have high expectations no

matter what the season is. Win six games

and win the NVL tournament,” said Clark.

      Experience is a key factor for a team, as

well as being near friends.

     “It’s been good because I get to play with

my friends and play the sport I love the

most,” said sophomore Cristiano Oliveira.

     Tough games were  had with Woodland

and Naugatuck.

     “Woodland was our toughest game be-
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cause we lost, they had good communica-

tion and played well,” said Oliveira.

     “Naugatuck, it was very tough, we came

into the game thinking that we would lose

really badly but we started controlling and

had a chance to win but we made some mis-

takes on defense and we lost 2-0,” said

Pineda.

     Opportunities are a chance at correcting.

     “Really good plays when we were given

opprtunities to score, we took them and tried

to limit our mistakes,” said Clark.

     Clark believes the potential of the team

will skyrocket.

     “Without a doubt there’s good potential

because they’re so young and build(ing) a

block for our future,” said Clark.

     Against St. Paul, the team honored their

injured teammate.

     “Mostly the people we have, it’s a very

fun squad. We played in honor of our team-

mate Bryan Syman (senior, swollen eye)

when he got injured during the game but

the game of soccer is fun,” said Pineda.

     The team’s effort showed through, like

winning 7-2 against Wilby during Senior

Night

     “After St. Paul, our morale is really high,

beginning when we lost to Naugatuck, we’re

happy but some of us are upset, the most

important thing is to have fun. There’s no

beef going around, nobody is upset. I think

the coaches are happy,” said Pineda.

     “I am very proud of her,” said cross country coach and WAMS math teacher Mr. O’Brien.

       “Hailey (Vasas) ran at our NVL Championships  Oct. 19, 2022. She came in 30th overall, but had

a massive personal record for the season, earning her an All-Divisional medal for the girls’ varsity

championship race. She beat her personal record by one minute and ten seconds which is a very

impressive thing to do. She beat her average mile time by about 23 seconds for the entire 3.1 mile race.

We had plans to run with the competition, and Hailey surpassed those expectations. She is a really

good athlete, shows up every day, and works hard,” O’Brien said.

                             Senior Vasas earns cross country medal

     Play with heart.

      The varsity football team has gained a former

member to serve as an assistant coach while they

deal with the challenges of the 2022 season.

     “(It’s a) learning experience on how to play

football and we played games where we should’ve

won, had chances to win, but at the end, hope-

fully we can get some wins,” said assistant coach

and Kennedy graduate Mr. Galante.

    Challenges have been faced, including mindsets.

     “Our toughest challenge as a team would defi-

nitely be believing the game is over before it

actually is. Once a team starts getting the upper

hand, we all believe it’s over and we lose. If we

had kept our heads high and not believe it’s over,

the outcomes of games could be a lot different,”

said senior Luis McClary.

     Coming off a 42-34 victory against Wilby,

improvements have been made.

     “We have improved almost every week. At

this time, we would have kids who quit but people

worked hard to get better,” said Galante.

      Another new addition to the team helps.

     “Pleasantly, sophomore Damian Rodriguez

who transferred from Crosby (has) been
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impactful for us,” said Galante.

      That’s not all when it comes to stand outs.

     “I’m proud of players like senior Miguel

Castillo; he never complained about switching

his positions,” said Galante.

     The team also contains unrecognized talent.

     “The team is really small with a lot of talent

that no one really sees. Everyone looks at our

record and looks past our players and their tal-

ent. All we are missing are a few pieces of the

puzzle to fully complete our team,” said Castillo.

     The team shows hope and determination.

     “Our toughest game was St. Paul. Our team

had a lot of hope and determination to win. We

were keeping the scoreboard in our favor. It was

a tough game. No doubt we played with our

hearts. The game was neck and neck,” said

McClary.

     Some expectations were just to be helpful.

     “My expectations were to be the best of help

to my team and having fun with my family and

to be better than I was last year, knowing this is

my last year to give it all I got,” said Castillo.

     Galante’s first year as an assistant coach is a

morale booster: “Much like the players, it’s

mostly learning being a first year coach, it’s giv-

ing me more responsibility and it gave me the

time to know the players and coaches,” he said.

     Earning recognition as a sophomore!

     “Sophomore football captain, Danny Rodriguez, has been nominated as one of five

finalists for the GameTimeCT Athlete of the Week.  He rushed for 230 yards on 23 carries,

scored 2 touchdowns and 2 two-point conversions, to help our Eagles earn their first win

of the season against rival Wilby on Thursday night (Oct. 20),” said coach Mr. Sarlo.

     Voting was open to the public Tuesday through Thursday, Oct. 25 - Oct. 27, 2022, and

while Rodriguez did not win, his team and school are proud of his nomination.

     For more information and to learn about the Athlete of the Week program, visit

/www.ctinsider.com/projects/gametimect/athlete-of-the-week-boys-2022-2023/
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